
Important Assets in our Communities:

Planning for Sustainability



}Manitoba has 130 airports and aerodromes.

}Winnipeg International is an Authority Airport.

}Airports with at least 1000 scheduled passengers 
per year qualify for federal funds; eg. Thompson.

}Airports like Brandon and Dauphin do not.

}Southport is a privately owned public use airport 
mainly used for military training.

}24 are northern govt - owned airports operated by 
MIT providing access to remote communities.

}In southern MB there are 42 (approx) small, rural, 
public - use airports, some privately owned.



}There are 42 
public use 
airports.

}15 have asphalt 
runways

}2 have asphalt 
runways with 
gravel/grass 
edges

}25 have grass 
runways
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}There are 42 
public use 
airports

}9 have a single 
asphalt runway

}8 have an asphalt 
and a grass 
runway

}19 have a single 
grass runway

}5 have 2 grass 
runways

}1 has 3 grass
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}There are 42 public 
use airports in 
Manitoba.

}The combined length 
of asphalt runways is 
19.3 km.

}The combined length 
of grass runways is 
30.6 km.

}The total length of 
all runways is 50 km.
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}There are 42 
public use 
airports

}15 are all season 
airports

}12 have limited 
winter 
maintenance

}13 have no winter 
maintenance

}2 have limited 
maintenance. 
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}There are 42 
public use 
airports

}20 airports have 
100LL

}1 airport has 
100LL and 
Mogas

}3 airports have 
100LL and Jet 
fuel

}18 airports have 
no fuel

Fuel

100LL

100LL & 

Mogas

100LL & 

Jet

no fuel



}There are 42 
public use 
airports

}21 are lighted

}12 have ARCAL 
systems

}7 are lit at night, 
6 all night, 1 
until midnight

}2 require prior 
notice

}21 are unlighted

Lighting

ARCAL

All Night

Prior 

Notice

Unlit



}There are 42 
public use 
airports

}2 have navigation 
aids ðNDB

}40 are strictly 
VFR

}GPS approaches 
are being 
developed at a 
few airports.
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}Introduce yourself to your group.

}Which airport serves your area?

}What characteristics does it have?

}Is the service area shown on the map accurate?

}What services does it provide to the area?



}Tourism

}Crop spraying ðaerial application

}Air ambulance / Medivac

}Pilot training

}Recreation

}Maintenance shops

}Serving the petroleum industry

}Serving the livestock industry

}Farm machinery business

}Hunting and fishing outfitters

}Aerial photography

}Aircraft charter



}Policing ðRCMP

}Search and rescue ðCASARA

}Fueling services

}Aerial surveys

}Introductory flights ðCOPA for Kids, Young Eagles

}Natural Resources ðwildlife surveys, ...

}Access to seasonal property owners

}Transportation

}Hydro line and pipeline patrol



}Private owner

}Local municipal governments

}Local flying clubs

}Individuals ðvolunteerism, materials, services,  
and $$$$$

}Local businesses ðmaterials, services, and 
$$$$$

}Manitoba Airport Assistance Program



}For municipal public airports, certified or 
registered, for operation and maintenance, 
annual application required.

}$1200 for grass, $2400 for paved runways.

}Min 2000õ x 75õ, approved for day VFR.

}Able to upgrade to 2500õ x 75õ, night VFR.

}The focus is on developing low cost community 
airports.

}òThe sum of $1200/$2400 is quite a large 
amount of revenue for the class of airport being 
considered.ó



}Introduce yourself to your group.

}Which airport serves your area?

}What are the challenges faced by the airport 
that serves your area?

}What sources of funding for operation and 
maintenance does your airport have?

}What things, whether operation and 
maintenance, or capital improvements, does 
your airport have difficulty funding?



}Asphalt maintenance and renovation

}Runway surfaces in general

}Keeping equipment working

}Snow clearing

}Fuel systems ðmeeting environmental standards

}Lighting systems ðmaintenance, installation

}Terminal buildings ðupkeep, renovations

}Developing GPS approaches



}The feds regulate all aspects of aviation.

}The NAP governs how the feds deal with airports.

Ç òMuch of the Canadian transportation system is 
overbuilt:

Ç 94 per cent of all air passengers and cargo use 
only 26 of 726 airports; 

Ç 84 per cent of all rail traffic uses only 33 per 
cent of the railway lines; 

Ç 80 per cent of all marine traffic passes through 
only 30 of 300 public ports.ó

}The feds are not interested in our airports other 
than to regulate them.



}MIT maintains 
19,000 km of all 
weather roads

}MIT is responsible 
for 2200 km of 
winter roads.

}RSPUAs have 19.3 
km of asphalt 
runways.

}RSPUAs have 30.6 
km of grass runways.
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}Different things in different provinces.

}Many provinces own and operate airports that 
serve remote areas ðNL, QC, ON, MB, SK, YK, 
NWT, & NT.

}In Manitoba the 24 northern airports with about 
26 km of gravel runways cost $10M  in 2006.

}Several provinces have capital support 
programs, some for airports like our RSPUAs.

}Our sister provinces, Alberta and Saskatchewan  
have capital support programs.

}Manitoba had a capital support program.



}MACAP was instituted in the late 1990õs.

}By application, projects were considered on a 
50:50 funding basis.

}$300,000 was made available annually.

}MACAP was cancelled in 2004 to focus on 
operating and maintaining the 24 northern 
airports.

}$1.3M was allocated to 68 projects at 23 
airports over those years.

}Apparently MACAP was undersubscribed.



}AB has 72 community - owned public - use airports.

}The CAP goal is to maintain and protect licensed 
COPUAs in support of safe airport operations, GA 
operations, and commercial air charters, forest fire 
suppression, medi - vac operations, local and 
regional economic development, and protection of 
provincial investment in airports.

}CAP will provide funding assistance to COPUAs for 
rehabilitation and construction requirements.

}Rehabilitation of airside portions, typically 
pavement, runway extensions are considered.

}$2M annually, 1/3 prov , 1/3 muni , 1/3 industry.



}SK has about 148 airports and aerodromes.

}SK developed an airport classification system.

}Airport Authority ðRegina and Saskatoon

}Provincially Owned ðDHT operated

}Primary ðhigh, day/ nite VFR service, large area

}Secondary ðgood, day/ nite VFR service, 40 km

}Local ðprimarily local service

}Other ðprivate??

}Criteria included - population, lighting, IFR/VFR, 
runway l & w, hospital beds, runway geometry, 
runway surface





}For regionally focused municipal or community 
owned airports that support:

üEconomic development.

üGeneral access to surrounding communities.

üCommunities.

üAir Ambulance and Medivac services.

üCommercial operations.

üAviation safety.



}Provides capital contributions to airport 
infrastructure.

}For safety related airside improvements such as:

üRunway, taxiway, & apron improvements, 
typically pavement rehab, seals & overlays,

üImprovements to existing lighting systems,

üNav aid systems,

üRunway extensions if documented benefits,

üSecond runways & taxiways not a high priority.

üEngineering services for planning improvements.

}Funding 50/50, maximum $200,000 ($400,000) 
for any project, total $500,000 annually.





}Gravel ðBig River, 
Moosomin

}Limited Winter Maint ð
Frontier, Assiniboia , 
Lucky Lake, Wynyard, 
Luseland , Big River, 
Esterhazy, Carlyle

}No Winter Maint ðUnity
}Paved, All Weather ð

Humboldt, Kamsack , 
Kindersley, Yorkton, 
Moose Jaw, Swift 
Current, Maple Creek, 
Weyburn (ltd hrs), 
Estevan
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